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431 May 8, 1896 

JAPAN. 

Additional report on the case of bubonic plague taken from the steamship 

Gaelic at Yokohama. 

Yokohama, April 9, 1896. 

Sir : I have the honor to report, in somewhat full detail on account 
of the possibly great importance of the points involved, that it was, on 
the 1st instant, discovered by the Japanese authorities that a Chinese 
steerage passenger from Hongkong, per steamship Gaelic (which, having 
sailed from Hongkong March 21, and arrived in Yokohama on the 29th, 
departed for San Francisco, via Honolulu, on the 31st), had died under 
the following circumstances : 

The man came ashore on the afternoon of the 30th, went to a Chinese 
hotel, where he was soon found to be seriously ill, and was, in conse- 
quence, sent by the proprietor to the Chinese hospital, where he died 
during the night of the 31st, the symptoms being those of plague, and 
was immediately buried by the Chinese themselves. The Japanese 
sanitary officers, having got wind of the case, inquired into it, and had 
the body exhumed and examined by a detail of competent physicians, 
among them one of the party which was sent by the Japanese Govern- 
ment to study the Hongkong epidemic of 1894. The result of the post- 
mortem, confirmed by the discovery of the specific bacillus and by 
inoculation of animals, leaves no doubt that the case was one of bubonic 
plague of most malignant type. 

Upon these facts becoming known, I at once requested our consul- 
general, Mr. N. W. Mclvor, to telegraph the essentials to Washington, 
which he did. 

I have endeavored to investigate the matter, so far as the steamship 
company is concerned, and am satisfied that the man left the ship in a 
clandestine manner, and entirely without the knowledge of the officers 
or agency ; and, from the result of my inspection of the Gaelic, includ- 
ing the usual interrogation of the surgeon of the ship, find no evidence 
that the man's illness was known to any officer on board. There is, 
however, some reason, resting on the statements of the patient while in 
hospital, to believe that he had been ailing for some days before his 
arrival in Yokohama, and that he was compelled to go ashore by his 
fellow passengers, who were suspicious of the nature of his disease. 
Every effort has been made to prevent the spreading of infection here, 
and, I trust, with success, as no second case has occurred and the prob- 
able extreme limit of the ineubation of the malady expires to-day or 
to-morrow. The possibilities with reference to the Gaelic, with between 
twelve and thirteen hundred people on board, with all that may grow 
out of a further outbreak on board, afford matter for the gravest anxiety. 

I have, further, to report that the steamship Chtttagong, chartered by 
the O.S.N. Co., and bound for Portland, Oreg., via Hawaii, arrived 
here April 3, having left Hongkong March 19 with. 12 Chinese steerage 
passengers on board for Hawaii. At Kobe and this point she took a 
number of Japanese steerage passengers and a considerable amount of 
freight, all for Honolulu. 

Upon examining the ship on the afternoon of the 3d, it being intended 
to dispatch her immediately, I found, among the crew, a case of such 
suspicious nature that I refused pratique both for Hawaii and the United 
States, and advised that she go into quarantine for nine days. 
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Subsequent events * * * incline me to think that the case was 
not one of plague. 

The agent of the company declined to submit to any measures beyond 
disinfection, and she sailed for Portland, via Victoria, British Columbia, 
on the 7th instant, with a bill practically foul. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, Stuaet Eldridge, M. D., 

Sanitary Inspector, U. 8. M. M. 8. 

PEEU. 

Two cases of yellow fever in Gallao Bay. 

Lima, Peeu, April 11, 1896. 
Sie : A well-defined case of yellow fever in the bay of Callao, as 
decided by the Callao board of health, resulted in the death of the 
patient several days ago. 

A rigid quarantine of the ship Mapocho, on which the sick man came 
from Guayaquil, was established, and no new cases have occurred. The 
ship is still in quarantine. 

I am, etc., J. A. McKenzie, 

United States Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary. 
Hon. Seoeetaet of State. 

Under date of April 13, 1896, the United States consul at Callao 
reports as follows : 

Five deaths from smallpox were reported in the papers in Callao on 
two days last week, and an increase (not given) of cases. The Lima 
papers also reported an increase of smallpox in Lima, as shown by 42 
cases in lazaretto. 

The steamship Low took a priest aboard at Guayaquil, who was found 
to have yellow fever when the vessel arrived here on the 5th instant. 
The priest died on the 8th, and was buried on San Lorenzo Island. 
The vessel has been strictly quarantined since her arrival. No other 
case has broken out so far. 

WEST INDIES. 

Quarantine against arrivals from Bio de Janeiro. 

Copenhagen, April 21, 1896. 
Sie : I have the honor to report that this legation has been this day 
officially notified by the minister of foreign affairs that the government 
of the Danish West Indies has declared a quarantine of fifteen days 
against vessels arriving from the port of Eio de Janeiro, in view of the 
epidemic of yellow fever and other maladies prevailing at that port. 
I have the honor, etc., John E. Eisley, 

United States Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary. 
Hon. Secretary of State. 

statistical reports. 

Bahamas — Green Turtle Cay — Abaco. — Two weeks ended April 23, 
1896. Estimated population, 3,900. No deaths. 

Governors Harbor. — Two weeks ended April 25, 1896. Estimated 
population, 1,500. No deaths. 

Cuba — Sabana. — Under date of May 2, 1896, the United States sani- 
tary inspector reports as follows : 



